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● Briefings issued for all weather 
hazards - including fire weather

● Email list open to any government 
partner 

● Published publicly on the web at:
https://www.weather.gov/eka/brie
fing 

https://www.weather.gov/eka/briefing
https://www.weather.gov/eka/briefing
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● FWF - Fire Weather Forecast

● Broad forecast product that covers 
average fire weather conditions over 
a large Fire Weather Zone

● Best viewed in the CA Fire Weather 
Page: 
https://www.google.com/search?q
=ca+fire+weather+page 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ca+fire+weather+page
https://www.google.com/search?q=ca+fire+weather+page
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● New Fire Weather Zones went live in 
April 2026

● Big change for our area - much 
smaller and more detailed zones

● Now follow county borders (mostly)

● Will provide more detailed and 
accurate FWF forecast and targeted 
Red Flag Warnings
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          NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICENew Fire Weather Zones - Del Norte
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          NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICENew Fire Weather Zones - Humboldt
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          NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICENew Fire Weather Zones - Trinity
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● Sent out as a video conference link 
to our partner email list

● Sent on an event by event basis

● Considering starting recurring fire 
weather specific video briefing
○ Similar program at some other 

NWS offices
○ Likely 2 or 3 times a week
○ Please let us know if you are 

interested in this!
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● California Warning criteria remains 
unchanged
○ Unusually Hot Dry and Windy 

conditions
○ OR abundant dry lightning on 

dry fuels

● Goal is for watches to be issued 36+ 
hours in advance. 

● PDS Red Flag used for very extreme 
events - EKA has not issued one 
since it started in 2021
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● Localized forecasts issued on 
demand for wildfires and prescribed 
burns
○ Can also be requested for 

Hazmat, SAR, etc. 

● Must be a government or public 
safety official to request

● Request at: 
https://spot.weather.gov/  

https://spot.weather.gov/
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● IMET - Formal deployment of a meteorologist to 
wildfire or complex prescribed burn
○ Usually Type 3 IMT or higher
○ Still 6 certified IMETs in California

● There is now much more availability for 
deployment such as:
○ Local non-IMET support of prescribed burns
○ Training events
○ Support at dispatch centers

● Let us know if you are interested in onsite 
support at any event or incident you may have!
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● Great source for observations and 
watch / warning info: 
https://www.weather.gov/wrh/haz
ards 

● Great source for point forecast info: 
https://www.weather.gov/forecast
points

● When in doubt, call or email us!
○ 707-443-6484
○ nws.eureka@noaa.gov 

https://www.weather.gov/wrh/hazards
https://www.weather.gov/wrh/hazards
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
mailto:nws.eureka@noaa.gov
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● Relatively average to quiet year

● Spring was much warmer and drier 
than normal

● Summer was cooler than normal 
with lots of wet thunderstorms 

● Early start to the wet season 
prevented any large east wind event 
risk
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● Generally below average 
precipitation

● Largest rain deficit in the north 
(only 60% of normal)

● Rain was very unevenly 
distributed
○ Wetter than average 

December and April
○ Second driest March ever
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● Generally the lowest 
level of drought across 
NW California

● Some moderate to 
severe drought 
stretching into southern 
Oregon

● The driest start to the 
summer since at least 
2023
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● Much below normal stream flow, 
similar to precipitation

● Record breaking low snowpack - 
nearly nonexistent here

● Careful - snow doesn’t correlate 
well with fire activity
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● Data provided by North 
Ops GACC Predictive 
Services

● Generally record fire 
danger in March but has 
returned to near normal

● Forecast to jump much 
above normal with 
heatwave this week
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          NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICECurrent Fuels Status - NW Interior 

● Data provided by North 
Ops GACC Predictive 
Services

● Generally high fire 
danger in March but has 
returned to near normal

● Forecast to jump back 
near record values with 
heatwave this week
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          NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICECurrent Fuels Status - Mendo / Lake 

● Data provided by North 
Ops GACC Predictive 
Services

● Generally record fire 
danger in March but has 
returned to near normal

● Forecast to jump back 
near record values with 
heatwave this week
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● GACC continues to improve access 
to fuel information

● Great new displays at: 
https://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/fuelsFir
eDanger.php

● Much improved live fuel moisture 
data access on FEMS

https://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/fuelsFireDanger.php
https://gacc.nifc.gov/oncc/fuelsFireDanger.php
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● Long term outlooks from the 
CPC - Climate Prediction 
Center

● Generally above average 
temperatures forecast

● Much less predictability with 
rain
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● Generally above average 
temperatures forecast

● Equal chances for rain
○ But climatology is near 

zero

● Forecast of strong El Nino
○ Little predictable 

outcome here
○ Pattern may support 

drier storms compared to 
wet storms 
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● Provided by experts at the 
GACC

● March saw much above 
normal fire activity, but 
average rest of spring

● May most likely to be 
average

● Above average fire activity 
likely mid to late summer 
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● Fire weather products continue to evolve
○ Let us know if you want onsite support or fire video briefs!
○ Let us know how the new zones are working!

● Drier than average spring with much lower snow and streamflow
○ Forecast for warmer than normal summer conditions
○ Above normal fire activity most likely by mid summer
○ Ignition potential is always the wild card!

● Email James White - james.h.white@noaa.gov or Ryan Aylward - 
ryan.aylward@noaa.gov with any fire weather questions or concerns

Summary

mailto:james.h.white@noaa.gov
mailto:ryan.aylward@noaa.gov

