
Smith River National Recreation Area

Pre-Season Wildland Fire Meeting 



2026 Smith River NRA Pre-Season Wildland Fire Meeting
AGENDA

Meeting Date/Time: May 13, 2026, 11:00AM-13:00PM

Meeting Location: Gasquet Ranger Station

Meeting Purpose: The pre-season meeting provides an opportunity for us to share our wildfire 
preparedness and planning efforts for the 2026 fire season. 

Hosted by: USFS District Ranger Kathy Allen and Del Norte County District 3 Supervisor Chris 
Howard

Welcome/USFS Leaders Intent- (11:00-11:15)-Kathy Allen, District Ranger 

Del Norte County District Supervisor (11:15-11:25)-Chris Howard, District 3 Supervisor

National Weather Service (11:25-11:40)-James White 

USFS Fire Response (11:40-11:50)-Fire Management Officer, Arturo Gasdik 

Fuel Treatments (11:50-12:05)-

Sheila BalentςFS-District Fuels Planner and Brandy Hurtado-District Archeologist, Tolowa Dee-niΩ 
Nation-Cynthia Ford, Rachel McCain, and Elena Sisneros

Partner Report Out (12:05-12:35)

Questions and Answers (12:35-12:50) 

Close out (12:50-13:00)- Chris Howard/Kathy Allen 

*** a light buffet lunch to follow



District Ranger-Kathy Allen  



2026 FS Fire Season Priorities

ÅProtecting lives, 
communities, 
infrastructure, and 
Natural Resources

ÅSupporting 
firefighters

ÅReducing wildfire 
risk, and 

ÅWorking together 
across all boundaries



Local Operational Focus

First and foremost, 
safety drives every 
decision we make. 

 

Second, we are also 
continuing an aggressive 
initial attack strategy 
where conditions allow 
and where it can be 
done safely.  

Third, we are continuing 
active fuels 
management across the 
district.  



Partnerships/Preparedness

ÅCross Boundary 
Response

ÅRelationships

ÅCoordination

ÅShared Preparedness



Leadership Intent

ÅProtect lives

ÅSupport our 
firefighters 

ÅStrengthen 
partnerships

ÅReduce wildfire risk 

ÅMake risk-informed 
decisions



District 3 Supervisor-Chris Howard



National Weather Service
James White 



District Fire 
Management Officer

Arturo Gasdik



Fire Suppression Program
Å1-25 Person Interagency 

Hot Shot Crew

Å1-10 Wildland Fire 
Module (WFM)

Å3-Engine Modules

Å1-Water Tender

Å3-Fire Prevention 
Patrols

Å1- Fire Lookout



SRNRA Type 3 Engines 



Fire Prevention 



Smith River IHC 





Ship Mountain 
Fire Lookout



Sheila Balent
District Fuels Planner&

Brandy Hurtado 
District Archeologist 

Tolowa Dee-niΩ bŀǘƛƻƴ 
Cynthia Ford

&
Rachel McCain  



Landscape Level Fuels Reduction / 
Partnerships



Gasquet Community Protection Project
Close Out Field Trip-March 2025



Prescribed Burning Accomplishments-
After Fire Season 25/Current 26 

386 acres

Gordon Hill Project

Å170 acres on French Hill 
and Hurdygurdy Roads-
Past Hurdygurdy Bridge. 

Big Flat Project

Å216 acres on Fox Ridge, 
Hurdygurdy, and Indian Bar 
Roads- Up the GO Road. 


